How to Sew a Zipper Pouch

Raid your scrap bins and sew a zipper pouch! You can use large scraps or sew smaller scraps together to make your own unique pouch. Be creative and have fun with it!

Supplies:
Quilting Cotton in two or more coordinating prints or colors
Pellon SF101 Interfacing
Thermolam (Pellon 971F) (You can also use fusible fleece. Your pouch will be less puffy and structured, but this also depends on the quality of your fabric.)
An all purpose 14” zipper (or longer)
Scissors
Pins or Wonder clips
Coordinating thread
Fabric glue (optional)
*Note* These are written instructions only and meant to supplement the video done as a virtual
program for Allen Public Library.

Please read all of the instructions before beginning.
Step 1: Cutting out Your Pieces
Use the paper templates or a ruler to cut the following:
From Exterior fabric cut 8.5” x5.5” (2)
From Interior Fabric cut 8.5” x 5.5” (2)
From SF101 interfacing cut 8.5”x5.5”(2)
From Thermolam (or fusible fleece) cut 8” x5” (2)

Step 2: Fuse interfacing to exterior fabric pieces.
First SF101, then Thermolam or fleece. Follow the manufacturers instructions.

Step 3: Attach the zipper.
Make sure to iron the fabric away from the zipper after you attach each side.
Next, add a line of topstitching 1/8” away from the edge of the fabric you just pressed.
If you would like to add boxed corners to your pouch, please skip to the section labeled Optional Boxed Corners.
This will be your Step 4.

Step 4: Sewing the pouch.
Make sure to open the zipper at least half way so you can turn your pouch inside out.
With right sides together, line up the fabric edges and pin, leaving a 3-4” gap in the bottom of the lining.
Starting on one end of the zipper, sew around your pouch reinforcing at the zipper. Be sure to taper to 1/2” seam
allowance when you get past the zipper on the lining side.

Step 5: Turning the pouch.
Clip the corners on your pouch and carefully turn the pouch to the right side through the gap in the lining.
Sew the gap in the lining closed by machine or by hand. Stuff lining into the pouch.

Step 6: Enjoy your new zipper pouch!

Optional Boxed Corners:
There are several different ways to do boxed corners. I am sharing the way I do them. I have yet to find a video
that does them this way. If you feel my instructions are unclear, please feel free to reference a video on YouTube
for a different method.

Spread your pouch out like a butterfly and
lay it flat with the zipper in the middle.

Using a ruler or small quilting square (if you have one), measure 1
inch in from the side edge and 1 inch in from the bottom edge for
each corner.

(This measurement also includes your seam allowance.)
and make a mark so you know where to cut.

Be sure

Cut out each corner. Your piece should look like this:

Sew the outside fabric at a 1/4” seam allowance and the
lining fabric at 1/2” - 3/4”. This will ensure that the lining
will lay nicely in your bag. (Don’t forget to open your zipper halfway before sewing the sides closed.)

Line up each side and pin. Make sure to leave a 3-4 inch
gap in the bottom of the lining side for turning later.

Trim the seam allowance on the lining side to 1/4” and
cut off zipper ends.

Pull the corners apart, gently, matching side and bottom
seams. Sew closed using a 1/4” seam allowance. Do this
for each side.

Return to Step 5.
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